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REV. DR. JOHN T. OPSATA 
SENIOR MINISTER  
email:  jopsata@fewpb.net  
cell:  (502) 229-7642  

WEDNESDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP   
     (WEF) 
Children’s Choir, 5 PM      
Fellowship Meal, 5:30 PM 
Program, 6:15 PM      
Children, 6:15 PM  
Choir Practice, 7 PM 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Chapel Worship, 8:30 AM 
Faith Development, 9:30 AM 
Sanctuary Worship, 10:45 AM 
Coffee House, 5 PM 

MS. ELLE TRAVIS 
DIRECTOR-CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

email:  elle@fewpb.net 
cell:  (502) 229-4686 

MS. TRINA KOONTZ 
DIRECTOR-YOUTH MINISTRIES 
email:  trina@fewpb.net 
cell:  (502) 545-1797 

REV. MEREDITH SILER 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER  
email:  msiler@fewpb.net  
cell:   (502) 352-8766 

EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY DRIVE  -  SUNDAY, APRIL 28   
We will be collecting non-perishable food donations this Sunday!  Bring your donations to church and we will bless them  

during the 10:45 AM worship service.  Monetary donations are also welcome and used to purchase perishable items.   

Let’s help stock the food pantry shelves to overflowing! 

When one is going away for a few 
days, whether it be for business or 
for pleasure, there simply are a lot of 

things to take care of before departing.  When one is traveling thou-
sands of miles and will generally be out of contact for a couple of 
weeks, those small things seem to multiply.  As excited as Jenn 
and I are to be traveling overseas, we are both deluged with the 
things one must do to prepare.  And perhaps, just perhaps, when it 
is a totally new experience for one or the other traveler, those 
things are not so small after all! 
 
How much cash shall we take?  Which credit card will charge the 
smallest overseas transaction fee?  Which jacket will be right for 
Scotland and do we need a different one for England?  Jeans or 
chinos?  Shoes or sandals (or even boots)?  Should we take our 
golf clubs or rent at the course?  What degree of bulkiness should 
our sweaters have and how much extra space will we need for 
bringing home souvenirs?  Who will care for the cats and mow the 
lawn?  And the list goes on and on and on. 
 
There is a list at church as well, although with the outstanding qual-
ity of the staff, I feel confident that they will quickly deal with all the 
things I may have forgotten to handle before departing.  Still, there 
is some nervousness on my part.  Can I really let go of everything 
for eighteen days?  Yes, I know, the church was here for over 175 
years without me so it certainly will survive an eighteen day ab-
sence, but still?! 
 
Control.  So much of life is about control.  Most of us don’t like feel-
ing out of control.  Most of us like it best when things go our way - 
go as we planned.  We talk a lot about service here, and how the 
joy of serving is a rich blessing of the Christian life.  And we talk 
about the difficulty many of us experience when we are being 
served.  We may even, like Peter, resist being served by others.  I 
think that, too, may be about control, for when someone is serving 
us, we are vulnerable to their approaches and methods. 
 

I believe that one of the greatest gifts we can give, is to let go of the 
reins and allow others to take over.  It is a sign of trust. It is a 
means of developing leadership.  It is an act of humility.  It is a sign 
of a healthy organization (in this case, church).  I believe that indi-
vidual growth and organizational health and growth is fostered 
more quickly where there are opportunities for new experiences.  I 
know that in my life I have benefitted from short term chances to 
expand my horizon and add to my “ministry toolbox” through mini-
terms of leadership. 
 
Thankfully, we do have a very experienced staff.  Everyone can be 
confident that worship will go on as always with Dr. Bob at the  
organ, Dr. Carl leading the choir and Bonnie heading the Praise 
Band.  Children’s programming will continue with Elle and Youth 
programming with Trina.  Faith Formation will go on unabated and 
Wednesday Evening Fellowship will continue to chug right along.  
The Messenger will arrive as usual and there will be Bulletins for all 
to read.  And Meredith will continue to grow into her ministry voca-
tion and into our hearts. 
 
I am rather slowly learning the brilliance of God’s gift of Sabbath 
rest.  If God rested, then why not us!  The idea of Sabbath is not to 
take a day off or a week or even two and run here and there filling 
the time with this and that,  Sabbath is about spending time redis-
covering one’s center.  Sabbath is about reflection and celebration.  
Jenn and I will be celebrating our fifth wedding anniversary.  Such 
a wondrous gift to receive after 54 years of bachelorhood.  And I 
will be reflecting on the gift that is First Christian Church in my life - 
in our life. 
 
May the road rise to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face. 
May the rain fall soft upon your fields. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the palm of his hands. 

DR. OPSATA’S OPUS 



 

 

STAR OF THE WEEK  -  COLIN PETERS:  Colin is 8 years old and is in Ms. Ken-

nedy’s 2nd grade class at Second Street School. His favorite classes at school are Science and Gym. 
Colin enjoys staying busy and is involved in many sports, clubs and activities including Karate, Swim-
ming, Camping, as well as being a wolf scout in his Cub Scouts. He also attends FCC on Wednesdays 
for WEF Kid’s Corner, Ms. Elle’s class, and on Sundays during the 10:45 worship service in the Follow-
ing Jesus class. Colin has one brother, Reed, who’s 3 years old and “Barlie, the best dog in the world”. 
Colin’s best friends are Will, Alex, Quincy, and Margi. He loves Legos and wants to be a Lego engineer 
builder when he grows up! His favorite thing to do with his Mommy is cooking, his favorite with his Dad-
dy is camping, and his favorite with Reed is playing karate. His favorites include; food- pancakes, movie- 
Harry Potter, TV show- Adventure Time, Color- Blueish-green, Video Games- Lego Star Wars and Harry 

Potter, Books- Goosebumps, Harry Potter, and Amelia Bedelia.  

ATTENTION YOUTH ! ! 
Sunday, 4/28 @ 3:30pm - Youth Group 

Saturday, 5/4 – 9:00am   Derby Breakfast 
Youth host a game booth 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU  
to everyone who helped make the First Families First Ever Retreat 

a huge success!  Rev. Meredith 

Brian and Rashaad are great “Rent-a-Youths!” 

 Church recorded: Longest 

FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS:  The FCC Foundation offers financial  
assistance to our members who are attending post-high school educational institu-
tions for the 2013-14 school year.  It is because of the generosity of some of our 
faith family that the Foundation is able offer education scholarships.  Only accrued 
interest is used as the Foundation seeks to maintain and grow these permanent 
funds given specifically for this purpose. The amount of each award varies year to 
year and may vary from recipient to recipient. 
 
The Foundation requires the following application process be followed:    
 
*  A letter of application must be received by Dr. Opsata on or before May 6, 2013    
   (316 Ann St., Frankfort, KY  40601). 
*  The names and contact information of two non- family member references  
   must be included for consideration. 
*  A copy of the most recent school transcript must be attached .   
*  Additional requirements that must be met include being a member of First  
   Christian Church, Frankfort and being enrolled in a course of study at a post- 
   high school institution.   
 
The Foundation Scholarship Team will determine qualifying recipients, awards will 
be announced in June and all monies will be forwarded directly to the institution(s) 
attending. 
 
In order to alleviate any confusion, the Foundation Scholarship is separate from the 
Christian Women’s Ministry love-gift program which is scheduled for a later date.  If 
one wishes to be eligible for both a love-gift and a scholarship  -   one must apply 
separately for each!   

                               SUPPLIES NEEDED 
 
Ms. Tiffany is seeking supplies to help grow or Music and 
Movement classroom. If you have any type of empty Peanut 
Butter jars, Pickle Jars (preferably with screw on lids), and 
large coffee canisters please give them to Ms. Elle or drop 
them off in Room 302, Music and Movement Room.  

                              VBS VOLUNTEERS 
 
WE NEED YOU! We are looking for volunteers for VBS on June 20, 21, 
& 22. Please contact Ms. Elle (229-4686 or elle@fewpb.net) if you are 
considering giving your time for this event. We need for lots of helpers 
so don't be discouraged if you don't feel comfortable leading the chil-
dren.  We can find the perfect spot to suit your God-given gifts whether 
it be helping with setup, food preparation, and many others! 

CONGRATULATIONS LUKE KELLERMAN!  Luke won his division by 13 shots in 
the Musselman-Dunne Golf Tour/KIA Classic at The Cardinal Club in Simpsonville 
last weekend.  Check out the “In the News” bulletin board (across from the Chapel 
on the 2nd floor) for the complete article.  Way to go Luke! 

May 13 



 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  All Homebound and Nursing Home Mem-
bers; FCC Military; Mary Albro (Joyce Albro’s mother), Raymond  
Aubrey, Carole Ball,  Ned Ball, Bob Boden, Sue Boden, Troy Burgess, 
Enoch Bush (Mary Simmons’ brother), Dr. John Chenault, Barri  
Christian, Nancy Cline, Stephanie Decker and family, Lou Jean Dun-
can (mailing address 4709 Wooded Oak Circle, Louisville, KY  40245), 
Beaulah Dunn, Karl Fiero, Eulane Fortune, Billy Gayhart, Opal Gibson 
(Brooks Talley), Hope Gilliam (BCC), Angel Green, Susan Hensley 
(Arthur Hornbeck), Tenny Hogan, Glen Hood, Lynda Jalbert, Mary 
Jane Jeffers, Bob Jones, Katie Jones, Charles Kring, Pat Lippert, A.B. 
Long, Michael McCarty (Nancy Walton),  Russ McClure, Don  
McCormick, Norma McDonald (Patricia Roberts’ cousin), Bob Miller, 
Libby Mitchell (Val Ramsey’s mother), Phyllis Payne, Jeff Penn, Keith  
Peters, Esther Phillians, Don Philpot, John Pugh, Bob Pullen, Johnna 
Puttoff, Imogene Riddle, Jacob Roberts (Lynda Jalbert’s family),  
Andrew Smith, Stan Smith, Ann Snelling, Chester Snelling, Brooks 
Talley, Monnie Talley, Rick Taylor, Matosha Thacker (Scott Hoover), 
Mary Thurman, Becky Van Leuven, Bo Vernon, Marilyn Wandell,  
Donald Weakley, Lorena Wellons, Loren “Pete” Wilson (Ed/Nancy 
Ball’s brother-in-law), Joe Ann Wolcott.  (Contact the church office, 
223-2346, if your name or a name you added can be removed from 
the concerns.) 
 
FLOWERS:  This Sunday’s Sanctuary flowers are in memory of Stevie 
Barnes, given by his parents, Bill and Priscilla Barnes. 
 
SYMPATHY:  Rick Stockdale, brother of Donna Perkins and Carla 
West, died lateTuesday.  Arrangements are pending.  Please keep the 
Stockdale family in your prayers. 
 
THANK YOUS: 
* Dear Frankfort Friends, Thank you so much for your kind gift of 
five Chalice hymnals.  We appreciate your thoughts and prayers as we 
heal and move forward in service to our Lord and our community.  
Sincerely,  First Christian  -  Owensboro 
* Thank you First Christian family for your prayers, visits, cards and 
gifts I received during my recent knee surgery.  I appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and caring.  Jane Smith 
 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH SOFTBALL @ CAPITOL VIEW PARK:   
April 30, 6:30, LSF; May 7, 7:30 Williams Softball Field (WSF); May 
14, 7:30 PM, LSF; May 21, 6:30 PM, LSF; May 28, 6:30 PM, LSF; 
June 4, 6:30 PM, WSF; June 11, 6:30 PM, WSF.   Come on out and 
enjoy!  Want to play?  Contact Brian Judy (229-0970) or Glenn Ellis 
(682-9754). 

DERBY DAY CELEBRATION  -  SATURDAY, MAY 4:  This is our 3rd 
Annual Downtown Derby Day Celebration to be held in the First Chris-
tian Church parking lot.  There will be pony rides, games and crafts.  
Volunteers are needed.  Contact Sue Wood, 223-7245.   
 
SWEET BLESSINGS FONDANT 5K AND 1 MILE CAKE WALK:  
Sunday, May 5, 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM.  Keeneland Race Course, Lex-
ington, KY  -  This is the 2nd Annual Sweet Blessings Fondant 5K and 
1 Mile Cake Walk. This is an untimed, family friendly race to raise 
money for Sweet Blessings, a Central Kentucky based non-profit that 
provides top of the line birthday cakes to underprivileged and terminal-
ly ill children. Join us for fun, food, and music on Sunday, May 5th at 
3:00 pm. 
 
SWEET BLESSINGS NOTES:  This wouldn’t be possible without 
all our fabulous partners.  Thanks, First Christian Church! 
 
* March 2013:  Sweet Blessings, I am a client at the Chrysalis 
House.  Recently you donated a birthday cake for my little girl.  I want-
ed to thank you from the bottom of my heart!  It was so beautiful and 
delicious too!  The look on her face was priceless when she saw this 
work of art, thanks to you, and that in itself made my day as a mother!  
May the Lord Bless you All!   
 
* We really enjoyed the cake.  It was very pretty and everything he 
wanted.  Thank you for making his day!  Seeing the smile on his face 
made me have a wonderful day just to know he was happy!  Thank 
you so much.   
 
YOU’RE INVITED to the graduation of Andrew Mason Grider (son of 
Gary and Jennye Grider) from Eastern Kentucky University on Satur-
day, May 11, 9 AM, at Alumni Coliseum.  Congratulations Andrew! 
 
VBS VOLUNTEERS:  WE NEED YOU! We are looking for volunteers 
for VBS on June 20, 21, & 22. Please contact Ms. Elle (229-4686 or 
elle@fewpb.net) if you are considering giving your time for this event. 
We need for lots of helpers so don't be discouraged if you don't feel 
comfortable leading the children.  We can find the perfect spot to suit 
your God-given gifts whether it be helping with setup, food prepara-
tion, and many others! 

MISSION OPPORTUNITY 
 
During the month of May there are two workdays dedicated for pro-
jects at the Franklin County Women's Shelter.  We need volunteers to 
work either one of these days or both if you so desire.  We will begin 
at approximately 9 AM on Friday, May 17 and work to 2 or 3 
PM.  Lunch will be provided.  On Saturday, May 18, we will start at 10 
AM and work until 1 or 2 PM (times subject to change since they’ve 
not been set).  A snack will be provided.    
 
Let me know if you are interested in working either day (or both) and if 
there is a specific item (listed below) that you would like to work 
on.  As this progresses, I will follow up with further emails for those 
that are interested in undertaking this worthwhile endeavor.  Thank 
you for your consideration.  God Bless, Jim True (jtrue@fewpb.net or 
695-4385) 
 
Projects:  Paint Picnic Tables (3); Power Wash decks (front & back); 
Stain decks (front and back); *  Wash windows (inside & out); Repair 
window screens ( 2 or 3); Caulk around sink and bath tub (units 3 & 4); 
Paint hallway; Paint office area 

NHCDC AND FCC STAFF CPR/FIRST AID TRAINING 4/22/13 

 

http://calendar.kentucky.com/lexington_ky/venues/show/270054-keeneland-race-course
mailto:jtrue@fewpb.net
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Periodicals  -  postage paid 

REMEMBER THE FOOD PANTRY WHEN 
YOU SHOP.  USE YOUR KROGER CARD.  
4% RETURNS TO FCC!   
Kroger Card Receipts YTD:  668.00.20 
 
Attendance:  April 21 2013  
Faith Dev.:  79 
Ashwood:  6     8:30:  30 
10:45:  193  5:00:  30 
Service totals:  259 
 
WE CAN MINISTRY:  Bring your aluminum 
CANs to FCC and place in the Recycle Area 
located inside the Van Sant Door off the 
parking lot (Coke machine area).  Proceeds 
will benefit the Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  
To date:  $222.00 
 
Messenger Finance Report:  4/14/2013 
Estimated giving income:  $634,100.00 
Needed through week 16:  $195,107.69 
Receipts through week 16:  $195,783.24 
 
 
The Christian Messenger:  (USPS 108-680)  
Published weekly,  except last wk. in Dec. by 
First Christian Church, 316 Ann Street, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Periodical Postage Paid 
at Frankfort, KY. POSTMASTER:  send ad-
dress changes to: THE CHRISTIAN MES-
SENGER,  316 Ann Street,  Frankfort, KY 
40601-2886.  (502) 223-2346. 

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS   
Sunday, April 28, 2013   

Rev. Dr. John T. Opsata, Senior Minister   
Rev. Meredith Siler, Associate Minister 

          
                 Scripture:   John 13:31-35 
                Sermon:  “Simple, Not Easy” 
                       Rev. Meredith Siler 
 
                8:30 AM Sanctuary Worship 
                     Elder:  Nadine Cox 

                          

9:30  AM  Faith Development 
 

10:45 AM Sanctuary Worship 
Elders:  Nancy Walton, Patty Peavler 

 
5:00 PM  - Fellowship Hall 

The Gathering Place Coffee house 
Come at 4:45 to enjoy snacks and fellowship 

 
Communion Team Leader:  Larry Ellis  

Offertory Team Leader:  John Scott 

Thursday, April 25 
9:30:  Newsletter labeling/tabbing 
3:30:  Homeschool Group, Conf. Rm. 
 
Saturday, April 27 
9-12:  Seventh Day Adventist, Chapel/3rd Fl. 
 
Sunday, April 28  
8:30:   Chapel Service 
9:30:   Faith Development Classes 
10:15:   Family Faith Fellowship, CCLC 
10:45:   Sanctuary, Ashwood Worship 
2:30:   Disciple Ringers 
3:30:   Youth 
5:00:   Coffee House, FH 
 
Monday, April 29 
Sweet Blessings  -  CCLC kitchen 
11-1:   Sherri Locke, Prayer Rm. 
11:30: Staff Meeting, Office Conf. Rm. 
6:30:   Boy Scout Troop 1 
 
Wednesday, May 1 
5:00:  Children’s Choir 
5:30:  Wednesday Evening Fellowship Meal 
  Chenault Christian Life Center 
5:30:  Children’s Corner Meal 
6:15:  WEF Program: Derby Nite 
6:15:  Children with Ms. Elle 
7:00:  Choir 
 

MAY WEF SCHEDULE 
(Wednesday Evening Fellowship) 

May 1:  Derby Nite 
May 8:  Small Groups 

May 15:  Karaoke 
May 22:  Picnic in the Parking Lot 

(last weekly WEF until Fall) 

“I'm not an environmentalist.  I'm an 

Earth warrior.”  ~Darryl Cherney,  

quoted  Smithsonian, April 1990  


